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A lawyer shall provide 
competent representation to 

a client.

-DRPC 1.1



. . . which includes inquiry 
into and analysis of the facts 

and the law, and use of 
methods and procedures 
meeting the standards of 
competent practitioners

-DRPC 1.1 cmt. [6]



To maintain competence, a 
lawyer should keep abreast 

of changes in the law and its 
practice, including the 

benefits and risks 
associated with relevant 

technology
-DRPC 1.1 cmt. [8]







Online investigation of jurors 
is required 

“in light of advances in 
technology”

-Canedy v. State



“Standards of competence
and diligence may require

doing everything reasonably 
possible” to learn about 

potential jurors

-NYC Bar Ass’n







A lawyer “shall not counsel 
or assist another person” to 

alter, destroy, or conceal 
potential evidence

-DRPC 3.4(a)





“If you’ve been arrested for a drug 
or possession of marijuana 

charge, there are several things 
you need to know immediately.”



It is likely that your social 
networking pages will be 

scoured for evidence 
against you . . . 



You don’t have to delete your 
pages but you should make 
sure that you have deleted 

any posts that discuss illegal 
activities of any kind.



A lawyer “shall not counsel 
or assist another person” to 

alter, destroy, or conceal 
potential evidence

-DRPC 3.4(a)



Painter v. Atwood



KatiRoll v. Kati Roll



Gatto v. U. Airlines





A lawyer “shall not reveal 
information relating to the 
representation of a client”

-DRPC 1.6(a)





In re Tsamis





A lawyer “shall not 
communicate about the 

subject of the 
representation” with a 

represented party.

-DRPC 4.2



Represented Party



When dealing with an 
unrepresented party, a 

lawyer “shall not state or 
imply that the lawyer is 

disinterested”

-DRPC 4.3



Unrepresented



Inadvertent





A lawyer shall not make an 
extrajudicial statement the 

lawyer knows or should 
know will be publicly 

disseminated that will have 
a substantial likelihood of 
materially prejudicing the 

outcome. -DRPC 3.6(a)



Bowoto v. Chevron



A lawyer “shall not make a 
statement the lawyer knows 
to be false or with reckless 
disregard as to its truth or 

falsity” concerning integrity 
of judge or officer

-DRPC 8.2(a)



In re Gilsdorf


